Gender differences in physical aggression and associated developmental correlates in a sample of Canadian preschoolers.
Recent studies have indicated that gender differences in children's aggressive behavior emerge during the preschool years and that these differences are relatively stable during childhood. The current study assesses whether these gender differences can be observed when a multidimensional measure of aggression from the ongoing Vancouver Longitudinal Study on the psychosocial development of children is utilized. Specifically, the level of physical aggression (PA) in three cohorts of children (aged three, four, and five years) from the initial 338 families in the Wave I data recruited for this study was analyzed using a series of constrained and unconstrained latent class models. Three latent classes of physically aggressive children were identified (low, moderate, and high level), with boys being over-represented in the highly aggressive group and being five times more likely than girls to show high levels of aggression. No age effects were detected, suggesting gender differences from the age of three years onward. The correlates of PA were similar for both boys and girls. Particularly important, a small subgroup of highly aggressive boys emerged from the study showing a clinical profile similar to Moffitt's life-course-persistent antisocial pattern. Such a group was not identified for girls.